
Directions 

  
 

1.1.1.1.    Draw your design lightly with a pencil.Draw your design lightly with a pencil.Draw your design lightly with a pencil.Draw your design lightly with a pencil.    
    Keep in mind you have until 8:00 to finish painting.  Detailed drawings take more time and skill to 
 paint.  Again, light pencil marks will disappear in the kiln. 
    
    

2. Paint (glaze) your ornament and/or tile. 2. Paint (glaze) your ornament and/or tile. 2. Paint (glaze) your ornament and/or tile. 2. Paint (glaze) your ornament and/or tile.     
 For a solid, even coat of color, apply 2 to 3 coats of the glaze. After applying the first coat, allow the 

glaze to dry (it dries reasonably quickly) before applying the next coat. A single coat of glaze will have 
a transparent finish and your brush strokes will be visible. Multiple coats will help smooth out the brush 
strokes during kiln firing and leave a solid color. Be sure to rinse and dry your brush between colors.  
To dry your brush - wipe it on the paper towels provided to get most of the dampness out. This will 
keep your colors clean.  If you run out of a color, raise your hand and a staff member will come with the 
glaze cart to give you a refill. *Please do not paint the bottom of the tile.   

   

3. Write your name and homeroom teacher on a sticky note for each item.3. Write your name and homeroom teacher on a sticky note for each item.3. Write your name and homeroom teacher on a sticky note for each item.3. Write your name and homeroom teacher on a sticky note for each item.    
 Example: If you are painting two tiles, we need two sticky notes, one for each tile. 
  

4. Clean all of your brushes.4. Clean all of your brushes.4. Clean all of your brushes.4. Clean all of your brushes.    
 When you are completely finished, clean and dry your brushes as described above in number 2 and  
 return them to the brush cup with the bristles up. 
 
 

5. Return your items and sticky notes to the registration table before you leave.5. Return your items and sticky notes to the registration table before you leave.5. Return your items and sticky notes to the registration table before you leave.5. Return your items and sticky notes to the registration table before you leave.    
 After your pieces have been fired they will be sent home safely wrapped in a paper bag. This will take a 

couple of weeks, but you will have them back before we leave for the holidays. 

Parents, please read BEFOREBEFOREBEFOREBEFORE painting. We want your family to 

create a successful ceramic piece.    

Tips: 
 Draw on your pottery :: You may use a pencil to lightly draw directly onto your pottery, and the graphite 

will burn away during kiln firing. There is no need to erase if you make a mistake with the pencil. 
 

 Layering colors :: Layering colors is not recommended. If you decide to layer colors by painting one color 

on top of another color, it is always best to have the background color be lighter than the color to be  

layered on top. This is because darker colored glazes tend to bleed through lighter colors, and the lighter 

color will not show up. Do not attempt to make custom colors by mixing glazes. 
 

 Unpainted Surfaces :: Before we kiln fire your pottery, we will coat the entire piece with a clear "over 

glaze" that will seal the piece and provide a glassy, clear surface. Any area left unpainted will have the 

natural white coloring of the ceramic. 

 

Make sure your ornament is right side up :: Your ornament will hang from a metal piece that fits inside 

the hole at the top of the ball. 


